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Jn Acc9um tffeme of the Natural tbingt^ with which the Intel- 
ligent andlnquifitive Signor Paulo Boccone, of Sicily, hath 
lately prefentedtbsKoyaX Society yaadenmhed their Repofi' 
tory. 

A MoDgd the many curiolities, makiog up this handfom 
/\ Prelentj we ftiall here particularly take notice of thclc 
following : 

I. Oftheua-common pieces of C<?r«/ red and white s of 
both which feme are ramified in (olid mafly bodies 5 others 
(the rarer fort,) are Corallio incruftations upon truly wood- 
dei) and brarchy (licksjaod do terminate in (mail and tender 
Coral! in buttons or flowers j in feme of which the Prefenter 
affirm'd to have, upon fqucczing thentj/ound a lacieon^ ]mce, 
Himfelf having been prefent at the Coral- fifliing io theChan- 
nel o^ Mejjinay which feparates Calabria from ^/w/yjrelates in 
a letter of his, written on that fubjeft to Signor MarcAetti, 
ProfeObroftheMathematiquesat Pi/ij that, bcforetheCo- 
ral-fifliers drew their nets out of the water, fae imraerled 
his hand and arm into the Sea to feel, whether the Coral was 
(oft under the water before it was drawn up into the air, and 
found it altogether hard, except the round end, above-men- 
tioned under the name of button ; which having been bruifcd 
with his nails, he found it made up of five or fu little cells, 
iuil of a white and fomcwhat mucilaginous liquorjrefembling 
that miiky Juice, found in Summer in the long cods of the 
herb, cnW'd Fluvialii fijianafoliis denticulatis, fpoken of by 
Joh.BauhifiUft This Gorallin juice he cMsLeven, becaufe 
havuig taflied it himfelf, as well as the Mariners did, they 
always found it of a fharp and adftringent tafte, in fuch pie- 
ces as came recently out of the Sea; thofe that are dried 
locfingthat part of the tafte which is acrimonious, and re- 
taining only thar which is sdfiringent : Which change of 
rafle hcEffirras tobemade in about fix hours after che Ccral 
hath been drawn np ^ in Vv hich titiie elfo the faid Lcven, that 
h socloftd in the portSj is dried, and hath changed its co- 
lour. He inclines firongly to the opinion cf thofe who con- 
ctiveithst the long concodion of tlie ferment fixes the parti.j 
and produces the red colour, efpccially being near to the 
hard coraljand the red versillionjwhich furrounds u. 
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Tliis Obferver, baviog cqgagc<J the iogcm'ous Mooficur 
G»i/tf»/ to iropart to him his thoughts coocccning that famous 
QatMoatWhetbereoralbeaFe^etaBie, received for anfwer. 
That 'tis fofar from being a Plant, that 'tis a meer Mineral, 
compoled of much Salt and a little Earthy and that 'tis fortn'd 
into that fubftauce by a precipitation of divers Salts, that cn- 
(ues upon the encounter of the Earth with thofe Salts; after 
the manner of the known MctalliqueTree, which in a very 
little time fe form'd and increafed by the fctlitig acd combioa- 
tioa of Mercury and Silver, diflblv'd in Jquafortis^ztii after- 
wards caft into common water 3 the parts of this Mineral and 
Metal joining thcmfelves to one another. Which thing alfo 
happens infome fubterraneous Grotto'sjwhere by a continual 
and long fall of water-drops many forts of figures, and, a- 
mongft them, Ihapes of little trees are formed. This fenti^ 
roent he confirms by alledging,that he can fliew a Salt of Co* 
ral,which,beiDg caft into waterjand there diflblvf d, upon the 
evaporation of that water by a gentle heat is prefently coa- 
gulated, and converted into ftore of fmall fticks, refembling 
a little forreft* 

i» A certain ftony fubftance, that is fiiEle, and hath the 
fcentoihitHmef/^ complicated and laid together membran- 
like, and found in the Hybkan mountains of Sicily, near M. 
leUiy neighbouring upon the town oi AuguBa^ and the ancient 
M'gara^ Being burnt in a Candle, the bituminous fmell will 
(bon be perceived , and Ms affirm'd,that this ftony body, be- 
ing recently (ever'd from its mine and bed, is flexible like pa- 
pers but being long cxpofed to the Air and Sun, becomes 
iraDgible. And the herbs, that grow on this ftoue.do infinu- 
ate their fibers and roo:s between the fevcral coats of the 
fame. It may deftrve to have its ufes examined, there be- 
ing found whole hillocks coverd with it. 

3. A not ordmiity fangHi'fuga or Leech, found flicking t'^ifl: 
inthefifh called X^p^/^w or Sword-fifli,flightly mcnttcn'u by 
Cejher in his book de AqHalilibm^ and Je&Njh-.v'h) '•'% huok de 
Pifcibm^ Our Prefecter gives it the name A Hirmioor Acm 
canM Htrinque pennata^ bccaufe of its working it fi.*!f into shs 
fitfh.and fucking tht blcod of the faid Fifb.He dcfc/ihc> i; tj 
be of about four inches Icng j the belly of it vvhite^c ;ri:!l;ip.i- 
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fious and tranrparent 5 without eyes or head (that he could 
observe,) but in Head of a head,it hath a hollow foout eocom- 
pafled with a very hard membrane, differing in colour and 
fubftarce from the belly 5 which foout it thrufts whole into 
the body of the filli, (as ftrongly as an auger is wound into a 
piece of woodj) and fills it full of blood unto the very ori- 
fice. It hath a tail fliaped like a feather, ferviog for its moti- 
onjaodjunder it, two filaments or (lender fibres, longer than 
the.whole Infcd, whereby, it feems, it clings about Clones or 
herbsjand flicks the cloferin the body of the Swordfilhj of 
which it attacks thofe parts only, where the fins of the filb 
cannot touch or trouble it 5 the Obfcrver affirming, that he 
hath often found it flicking in the back and in the belly, and 
fometiroes clofe to the head.fometimes clofe to the tail of that 
fift),but always far enough from the fins. Within its belly he 
noted Come veffels,like fmall guts,reaching from one end of it 
to the other, which by the prcfliire of his nail he made reach 
to the orifice of the fnout, whence they retired back of them- 
fclvcs to their natural fcituation ; they feeming to be the in- 
flrutnencs for fucking the blood, becaufe the fnout is in it felf 
an empty part.deftitute of fibres and valves to draw and fuck 
with 3 whereas thefevelBls have a motion refembling that of 
a putr.pjin which the fnout of this animal ferves for a fucker, 
drawing the blood from one end to the other : And the belly 
of this InfetSt being framed ring-wife, the ftrufture ferves to 
thruft the faid inner vtffels unto the-orifice of the trunk, and 
to draw them back again. This creature as it torments the 
Swordfift , fo it is,by our Obfervers relation,vexed it klthy 
another Infeftjwhich hs calls a Lojr/',of an aft colour, faftned 
towards the tail of this Leech asfcrmly, as a fsa-fnail is to a 
rock.'Tis of the bignefs of a pea,and hath an openingjV/hence 
come out many fmal! winding and hairy threds. It hath not 
betn chferved, (as far as our Author could learn,) 
to trouble, or to be upon, any other animal than this 
Leech. 

4. Aparcdof Sal Arfnotiiac^ brought sway from Sicily, 
where it had been gathered in the late fiery Eruption of 
Mouur ^tna, having been there ioutid cop!oi!lly,fome days 
aferthat the fire was extinguilht, upoa the furface of that 
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ferruginous matter which was left of the burnt mineraU.This 
Salt, hefaitb, was fome of it as yellow as fafTron, (ume like ci< 
tron-coiour, fbme white, and fome greeoifli , which colors 
though they may feem to come from the fcveral forts of Mints 
of IroD,Brafs,&o whence thcSalt iflliesiyet confidcriog theEx- 
per Jmeot made with it by Signor Bonelli in his Hiftory of the 
late Burning of Mtfta (of which an Account was given in 
JV««»^.7y»ofihereTrafts,)it was a Faftitious Salt, fuch as is 
fold in (hops, being a conctete of Niter, Sulphur and Vitriol 
burnt and fublimed. For, it feems, when he found fo great 
a plenty of this Salt, and had heard, that the force of Gun- 
powder was highly iocreafcd by the mixture oiSalArmoniac^ 
and thence conceived, that this Salt might have much con- 
tributed to the conflagration of this Mountain, and to the 
fufioD of the fabulous.and the fluxing of the vitreous matter 5 
he, for a trya!, added fome of this Sd Armoniac to pulveri- 
fed fulphur and niter , but found, to his amazement, that it 
was (b far from being kindled by fire, that it manifeAly hin- 
dred the accenfion of theBrimftone and Salt- peter, which 
were even extinguifli't by it as if water had been powr'd on 
them: And the fame happcn'd, upon the addition of pow- 
der'd coals, wont to be mix'd in common gun-powder. 
Which Experiment, he add/, made him fufpeft, that this ^4/ 
Armoniac, found about Mtnaf had not been exiftcnt in thofe 
cavern»froiD the beginning, but that 'tis fa^itious, as was 
hinted above. 

For the other particulars of this Prefent , ccofifting of 
many Figurd stones, shellt, Gloffb-petras, Fijhes, Plants ^Mi' 
»er<j/Bfz<?4r^/r of Sicily, &c; we (hall not here enlarge upon 
them, as being already defcribed ii many Authors. 
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